








Choices ...A New Life Program Client Takes Back His Life

Charles Patrick remembers a time when his biggest choice of the day was which of his cars to drive. He
admits he started out life with a lot of perks and privileges. Today, he lives at the Erie City Mission and makes
a different daily choice...the choice to remain clean and sober one day at a time.

By his early 20’s, Charles had it made, going from his parents spacious home to living rent free with
his long time girlfriend. Once drugs and alcohol entered the picture, things started to go downbhill. He hit
rock bottom after an injury left him off work for almost a year, allowing him to collect disability checks and
spend all his time partying in the neighborhood. Add in some trouble with the law and his privileged life
turned into a living nightmare. Charles says at that point he wished the drugs and alcohol would kill him. |

Ironically, it was at a visit to his father’s grave that something life changing happened. Charles calls it
divine intervention, a direct message from God that took him to the Erie City Mission’s door.

Charles admits the road hasn’t been easy. His days are now split between taking classes and working around
the Mission. While this is only a temporary “home”, it is the place Charles credits with his sobriety. He says the New Life Program client
spiritual aspect is the best part. “The Mission gave me a chance to live again without the drugs and alcohol. If Char /ecsl éc; ‘Ztrg’ls( éz:ﬂ% ing his
God can change my life by bringing me here, He can change anybody’s.” '

Mary Gollmer is an Erie City Mission counselor who has spent a lot of time working with Charles. “When I look at Charles (and

those like him) I see hope...hope that for today Charles will love himself, be a role model for family and friends and make positive
change in the community he lives in. He aimed for the sky and walked on the moon.” Mary reminds us that addiction is an equal
opportunity life changer. It hurts the individual, family , friends, employers and society.

While Charles regrets that his father never got to see him sober up, he is making up for lost time with his young grandson who
he recently got to visit. Charles is making the right choices a day at a time, adding up now to 13 months clean and sober. God Bless
you Charles.

Donations Needed for Family Care Center

The PGA & Local Golfers to help “Rob’s Toys”! The number of local residents coming to the ECM Family Care
Center for help continues to increase. Please consider donating
some of the following items that are most needed right now.
Personal care items including: soap, shampoo, deodorant.
diapers, toothpaste and toothbrushes,

Paper products, including: Toilet paper, tissues & paper towels.

The Erie City Mission is grateful and excited about an effort
coming up this summer to provide Christmas toys, along with food
and other necessities throughout the year to local children and
their families living in poverty.

Michael O’Conner, the Golf Professional at the Kahkwa Club has

announced that the Western New York PGA Professionals (which “These are items that most of us are able to take for granted,” says
includes the Erie area) will play their Tournament of Champions at Family Care coordinator June Adam. “But what if you simply didn’t
the Kahkwa Club. The event will benefit “Rob’s Toys”. have enough money after paying your bills to walk in a store and

buy these things for your family? If you put yourself in the place of
so many of the folks who come to the Family Care Center, you will
understand how important it is to help out if you can.”

The above items and any type of non-perishable food (we can
always use cereal!) can be donated at the Family Care Center at
717 French Street or at the Erie City Mission at 11th & French.

As you may know, Rob’s Toys is a fund
drive started nearly 10 years ago by Erie’s own
Robbie Steinbrink, that raises money to buy
Christmas toys for needy children.

The effort has grown so much since its
inception that it is now expanded to include
not only Christmas toys, but food and personal
care items for the children and their families.

These emergency groceries and other
basic necessities are distributed weekly Ayoung boy at the Family faCEbOOk'
through the Erie City Mission Family Care Care Center enjoys his Please become a fan of the Erie City Mission page on Facebook. Facebook is an
Center at 717 French Street. new Christmas toy. opportunity for the Mission to share our triumphs and yes, sometimes our needs.
Rob’s Toys is truly a family affair. When Robbie went on Thank you to our more than 700 friends who have responded to our requests for
to college, he passed the torch of the fund drive and toy prayers, volunteer time and material goods. We love to read your comments and ask

you to please recommend us to your friend list.

distribution to his younger cousin Nicole Slubowski, who
with the support of her wonderful family is keeping the traditionof

generosity alive. Upcoming Events
May 3 Devotions, Mission Public Dining Room
May 8 “Ride for the Mission” - ride around Presque Isle

Begins with a cookout at Off Road Express at 11am

June 1 & July 1 Devotions, Mission Public Dining Room
Aug. 2 & Sept. 1 Devotions, Mission Public Dining Room

. Sept. 13, 14 The Tournament of Champions
Golf is a certainly popular in our region. Imagine how much Kahkwa Club—benefits “Rob’s Toys”
more W_onderfUI 't, beco,mes when each swing of the club helps a For additional details on these and other Erie City Mission Functions,
local child and their family! please check for updates at www.eriecitymission.org






